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This interdisciplinary volume explores 
religious conversion and nonreligion in 
twentieth-century Central and Eastern 
Europe. It examines how emerging nations, 
inheritors of empire, and socialist projects 
mobilized religious politics to build consent 
while destabilizing the communities they 
sought to govern. Drawing on archival 
research and fieldwork, the book traces 
the interplay of collective and individual 
identities and brings state-driven atheization 
into the study of conversion. It considers 
conviction-driven, coercive, strategic, and 
nonreligious shifts within wider processes 
of state formation, social engineering, and 
political power.
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Matteo Benussi — Sociocultural 
anthropologist at Ca’ Foscari University of 
Venice, specializing in religion, ethics, and 
politics in Eurasia.

Gašper Mithans — Senior Research Fellow 
at the Science and Research Centre Koper. 
His work focuses on religion-state relations 
in interwar Yugoslavia.

Heléna Tóth — Senior Instructor in 
European History at Bamberg University. 
She researches the cultural and social 
history of socialism in Central and Eastern 
Europe.
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